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“Florida Food, Drink & Women’s 
Journalism,” Florida’s women’s pages 
– the only place for women in 
journalism in the 1950s and 1960s – 
were considered the best in the 
country. The women in these sections 
explained Florida food and drink as 
the state grew. Using backgrounds in 
home economics, they explained 
changing tastes in local and national 
dishes, dessert trends and restaurant 
reviews. Featured journalists: Jeanne 
Voltz, Jane Nickerson and Ruth Gray – 
pioneering food journalists. 
 

Kimberly Voss (PhD, Maryland) is a full 
professor of journalism at the 
University of Central Florida whose 
research agenda focuses on historical 
analysis of women journalists’ 
careers, women’s political influence 

and the definition of women’s news in the post-World War II years. She has published five 
books and more than 40 journal articles, including those in American Journalism, Journalism 
History and Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly.  
 
Funding for this program was provided through a grant from the Florida Humanities with funds 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or 
recommendations expressed in this program do not necessarily represent those of the Florida 
Humanities or the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

 

 
 


